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Abstract

Essay on the Way Buddhism Deals with the Divination
: Centering around the Hierarchy of Upaya Revealed
in Sutra of Divination(&5 224%)

Min, Sun-euy

The Korea Institute for Religion and Culture

The divination performances have long been popular in Korea and
intimately related with the Buddhist religious practices in daily life. The
Buddhist divination if possible at all is not useful for understanding basic
teachings of Buddhist doctrine because this divination practice is not
grounded on the Sunyata(%%) doctrine. But the Mahayana Buddhism, when
deeply spread to Chinese soil, has been accommodated itself with the
Chinese folk religions, and exerted to be popularized among the commoners.
As one of those folkloric effects was brought in and the divination skills were
accepted and finally a forged Buddhist text, Sutra of Divination(Jeomchal-
gyeong, H224%), was established in Chinese Buddhism. The methods or skills
of how to perform divination are called ‘Jeomchal-beob(5%5;%)’, whose
theories and guidelines are strictly based on the Buddhist text of Sutra of
Divination. The Jeomchal-beob seems to be the typical divination practices in
Buddhism. Whoever want to do divination firstly picks a sign and ascertains
its divinatory meanings in it, the way how to interpret these meanings and
accept them as one’s destinations are totally at the disposal of the Buddhist
doctrinal theories. The Sutra of Divination interprets this divinatory sign as
the result of one’s own karma(Z%) and advises to do his/her repentances and

self-disciplines accordingly.
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This Buddhist interpretations of divination are creative while Buddhism
in general has adopted the local cultures and adjusted itself into enhancing
them into universal features of Buddhism. Jeomchal-beob, a kind of upaya(’y
{8), has usually been treated as a low status in the Buddhist doctrinal system
and uniquely accepted as a form of the East-Asian divination. One of the
major Buddhist doctrines of repentance and self-discipline of Karma has been
adjusted and transformed into Jeomchal-beob. So Buddhist divination of
Jeomchal-beob has the dual interpretations that upaya can be retained as both
the means and the goal, and the antagonistic against each other as well as the

harmonious in favor of each other.

Key Words: Buddhism, divination, Sutra of Divination(Jeomchal-gyeong, 5
2240, Jeomchal-beob((5%27%), upaya(bangpyeon, Jf#), self-

discipline
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