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Abstract

The Social Welfare Activity and the German Protestantism
: The Historical Implications of
Diakoniein the Mid-19th Century

Kim,Tae Yeon

Soongsil University

This paper examines how the Diakonie(diaconia) concept has been
understood in relation to Innere Mission (inner mission) in the mid-19th
century of German Protestantism. The German Diakonie organization has
been highly appreciated among the Korean Protestant theologians as an
typical example of the Protestant social work and valued it to improve the
German social welfare system since its inception of the mid-19th century. The
Diakonie concept initially seems to be conflicted with the secular welfare
system, however, it changed as late as the mid-20th century to be
co-operative hand-in-hand with the modern social welfare, which has been
steadily adapted to a social policy for all the levels of people without any
discrimination. In this paper, firstly I discuss on the origin of the concept of
E2](bokji: welfare) and its context. It is a preliminary and necessary step to
make clear of the confused concepts of Diakonie work and modern welfare
activity while referring to the mid-19th century contexts. Secondly, I analyse
the ways of how to properly understand Diakonie based on two important
figures of the protestant Diakonie: Johann Hinrich Wichern, who played a
crucial role for the creation of Diakonie organization in Germany and
Wilhelm Lohe, to whom recently much attention has been paid because of

his contribution to Diakonie. Both of them understood Diakonie as the
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practical activity for the inner mission to re-christianize the people, being
estranged from the churches, caused by the aftermath of European
revolutions, industrialization and severe famine. Their common goal was to
restore the religious faith among the people and let them return to the church
community through the Diakonie work: Wichern ultimately aimed to
re-establish a Christian nation again, but Lohe wanted to regain the genuine
and faithful Lutheran church communities. Diakonie, originally started as a
sub-concept of the inner mission, has been fully blossomed as a religious
ideal since the mid-20th century in German protestantism. This is an another
accomplishment done by the German Protestantism, which attempted to
separate the secular welfare and redefine its identity, reflecting the spirit
under the motto of Diakonie. It is difficult to consider German protestant
Diakonie as an ideal model of protestant welfare work since the mid-19th
century. The final question is that Diakonie is accountable as the means for
the Christian mission or not, which is not always consistent with the modern
concept of welfare.

When Korean protestantism participates in social welfare service which
public finances are put into religions, the view of welfare service users as a
object of mission is becoming an issue as a social problem. It is a case of
violationg their ‘self-determination right' considered as an important value in
social welfare studies. The non-neutral approach to welfare service users is
discrepant from the meaning of modern social welfare.

The relationship between the welfare activity and the Protestantism
welfare spirit in Korea requires the changes and the innovations by the way
of constant discussions and sincere consultations of it over the long term

period.

KeyWords: bokji, Innere Mission, Diakonie Deutschland, Johann Hinrich

Wichern, Wilhelm Lohe, Religion and Social Welfare, Mission and
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